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Combined operation breaks up illegal Taliban detention compound 

KABUL, Afghanistan (Aug. 18) – Multiple intelligence sources and tips from Afghan 

citizens led to a combined Afghan and coalition force operation Tuesday that found 27 

Afghan men who were held prisoner illegally by the Taliban in a makeshift prison 

compound near Musa Qaleh, Helmand province. 

The targeted compound was associated with a Sangin-based Taliban commander. 

Insurgents began firing at combined forces immediately upon their arrival at the 

compound. During the subsequent engagement, 13 insurgents were killed when they 

refused to lay down their weapons. Afghan forces then used a loudspeaker to call for all 

occupants to peacefully exit the buildings while combined forces secured the area. No 

civilians were harmed during the operation. 

During the search of the compound, the combined forces discovered 27 men who 

were shackled and appeared to have been tortured. 

The men were taken to an International Security Assistance Force base where they 

underwent medical screening and debriefing.  Officials from the Ministry of Interior and 

ISAF forces are currently identifying the men and determining their status.  

Numerous weapons were also discovered in the compound to include a rocket-

propelled grenade launcher and several small arms.  
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IJC Public Affairs Office 

IJC Public Affairs Office – operates 24 hours a day 

Afghan cell numbers: From Afghanistan 0793 894112 or 0793 893998, From outside Afghanistan add +93 drop the 0 

Alternative numbers: From Afghanistan 079 951 3999 (wait for voice prompt) 688-4441/4447 or dial 

                    070 113 2000 (wait for dial tone) 318-449-9244/9153/9154 

                    From outside Afghanistan +93 799 51 3999 (wait for voice prompt) 688-4441/4447 

E-Mail: ijc.media.operations@afghan.swa.army.mil  or jcmediaopsnu@ijhq.isaf.nato.int 

Website: www.nato.int/isaf 

 
Notes for Editors: 
 
1. The latest High Resolution stills can be downloaded for news purposes here 
2. Visit us on the Web at ISAFmedia.com or on Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Flickr or DVIDS 
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