NATO UNCLASSIFIED

Interpreter-Translator
Post Number: AF SOFJOC 0270
Application Closing Date: OPEN

International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) 
Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
Post - International Civilian Consultant (ICC) Grade - IIB

** Only nationals of NATO member countries and ISAF Troop Contributing Nations are eligible to apply for this post **
Interviews to be held in SHAPE, Mons, Belgium

Post Description:
Headquarters ISAF Special Operations Forces (HQ ISAF SOF) is a functional headquarters that is subordinate to HQ ISAF.
HQ ISAF SOF enables COM ISAF SOF to command and control ISAF SOF in the conduct of precise and discreet military operations independently and at extended range.
The Operations Coordination Group (OCG) is a subordinate component of HQ ISAF SOF and is responsible for the Afghan-staffed and led coordination group for SOF operations partnered or enabled by ISAF SOF.
The civilian interpreter/translator in the OCG provides linguistic support to include interpretation and translation of documents, cultural and country advice for  SCG staff,

     Principle Duties: 
Translates all types of texts from English to Dari and/or Pashto and vice versa.
Interprets in liaison and consecutive mode from English to Dari and/or Pashto and vice versa inside and outside headquarters.
If qualified, translates from other languages to Dari and/or Pashto or to English.
Keeps abreast of issues related to NATO and ISAF policies.
Maintains knowledge of specific and technical fields and the related terminology.
Assist in the compilation of relevant glossaries.
Assist in training of more junior or inexperienced members of staff.
Perform other related duties as required.

Additional Duties:
Accompanies members of ISAF SOF (HQ staff, OCG or others as required) to functions and acts as an enabler to allow members of ISAF SOF to meet local dignitaries.  May be required to participate in training as agreed by OCG Director beforehand.
Be prepared to deploy to locations for extended periods outside of HQ ISAF in support of principal duties.

	Essential Qualifications:

Professional/Experience: 
The ability to interpret in the required modes and translate from Dari/Pashto to English and vice versa.
The ability to work successfully with Afghan officials both military and civilian.
The ability to deal unobtrusively with the local population and ISAF HQ personnel.
The ability to interpret or translate and revise at the required level of quality.
Sound and up-to-date knowledge of political, cultural, scientific and technical matters, especially as related to Afghanistan.

Education/Training: Full secondary education.



Language:  Mandatory Proficiency: English - Good to Very Good, Dari or Pashto - Very Good.  Desirable: English - Very Good, Dari and Pashto – Excellent.
Note:  Both oral and written work in this post and in the ISAF Headquarters is conducted in English.
  
      Standard Automated Data Processing (ADP) Applications: Working knowledge.

	Desirable Qualifications:

Professional/Experience:   
Some years experience in a similar post or of linguistic functions.
Knowledge of other languages.

Education/Training: 
University-level education.
Formal language training.
Formal qualifications or work experience demonstrating linguistic ability.

Personal Attributes: 
There is a requirement for occasional work under pressure, dealing with sometimes high workloads and irregular working hours.
Willingness to undergo training to include familiarisation with specific terminology.
He/she must be able to perform occasional travel on temporary duty.

Managerial Responsibilities:  May be required to assist in daily supervision of more junior or inexperienced staff and in compilation of relevant glossaries..

Professional Contacts: 
As an interpreter, at all levels, including the highest as well as at public events.
For other functions, with linguistic colleagues and other ISAF elements.

Contribution to Objectives: 
The post holder must be fully aware of the ISAF mission in Afghanistan and be able to contribute whenever possible to helping ISAF to achieve its mission of peace and security for the people of Afghanistan through the work of the Linguistic Service.
    
Work Environment:  
Working conditions range from an office environment to sometimes austere conditions when interpreting.
The OCG Director determines the work location as required to meet the operational requirements and in support of the operation.
      
Applications should be sent to vacancies@hq.isaf.nato.int 

Additional Remarks:  Only applications from candidates meeting essential requirements will be taken into consideration.  The successful applicant is required to be proactive in fulfilling the pre-employment conditions.  This includes medical examinations and security clearance certificates.  Applicant must be able to obtain or to be issued a NATO-recognized national Secret Security Clearance certificate.  An initial 12 month contract will be offered and contract extensions may be possible.  Because of the dynamic environment, ISAF posts are under regular review and therefore post details and responsibilities, including contract duration and contractual grade may change during the contractual period. 

Benefit Package	:

Monthly salary of € 5821.00 (Tax free in the host country).
Daily Allowance of approximately € 78.90 while working in Afghanistan.
Installation allowance equal to one-month salary (50% to be reimbursed if not completing two consecutive years of service).
Free accommodation. 
Meals of good quality available to purchase.
Laundry service at nominal charge.
Two days of annual leave per month.
Start of Tour & End of Tour paid transportation.
5 + 2 days “Leave from Theatre” plus reimbursement of ticket - up to € 1.000 for every 6 months spent in the theatre.
Medical Insurance, small fee charged.
24/7 Death and Disability coverage. 

If interested, please apply in accordance with the General Information for applicants provided through the following link:  

http://www.isaf.nato.int/images/stories/File/ISAF-Jobs/general%20docs/General%20Information%20for%20Applicants.doc
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